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Did You Know? 
 

 The first amphibians 
probably arrived in 
Iowa over 10,000 
years ago. 

 

 Introduced Bullfrogs 
may be responsible 
for the decline of 
some northern Iowa 
frogs. 

 

 Chorus Frogs and 
Spring Peepers are 
the smallest Iowa 
frogs, measuring 
about 1 1/4”. 

 

 Mudpuppies are the 
largest salamanders 
in Iowa, measuring 
up to 17”. They are 
also our only fully 
aquatic salamander. 
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Watch (and Listen) for Amphibians! 

 
It’s one of the most iconic sounds of spring and summer...the chirping and croaking of our 
local frogs and toads. Their nocturnal symphonies are a stark contrast to the silence of the 
winter months. But, they’re not the only amphibians that are now active. Our salamanders 
are also moving around now, awake from their winter slumber. Together, our frogs, toads, 
and salamanders make up a very unique group of animals—amphibians.  
 

Amphibians are truly unique creatures. Their life cycle 
usually consists of two distinct forms, one aquatic form 
and one terrestrial form. They hatch out of eggs 
underwater and, as young, live only underwater, 
breathing through gills just like fish do. But, then they 
go through a metamorphosis. At that time, most 
amphibians lose their gills and develop primitive lungs. 
This allows them to move out of the water and breathe 
on land. But, they also have the ability to breathe 

through their skin and most amphibians use both their lungs and their skin to breathe.  
 
Amphibians, along with reptiles, are also cold-blooded. This does not necessarily mean 
that their blood is cold. It means that they do not have a constant body temperature like we 
do. Instead, their body temperature is affected by the temperature of their environment. 
That’s why amphibians tend to stay in dark, cool, moist locations when it’s hot outside and 
sun themselves on cooler days.  
 
Although amphibians are not exclusively aquatic, good, clean water is especially important 
to them. They need water to lay their eggs in and their young need clean water to live and 
grow. Then, as adults, they need water to stay cool when it’s hot out and they also need to 
keep their skin moist to facilitate the transfer of oxygen. Since their eggs have no shells, 
and their skin is extremely thin, polluted water can have a devastating effect on 
amphibians. In fact, amphibians are considered indicator species, meaning that they can 
indicate when something is wrong with the environment. 
 
Altogether, we have 16 species of frogs and toads in Iowa, and another 5 species of 
salamanders. Not only are they important indicator species, but they are also important 
sources of food for other animals and voracious predators of insects, including mosquitoes. 
In fact, one tiny cricket frog can consume over 5,000 
insects in a year. Unfortunately, as Iowa’s water quality 
has deteriorated, concern over Iowa’s amphibians has 
subsequently risen.  
 
But, we can all help out our amphibians by conserving 
our wetlands and the wooded areas surrounding them. 
This includes leaving deadwood on the forest floor, since 
decaying wood can provide shelter for many different 
amphibian species. And, of course, keeping our water 
clean is also of utmost importance. So, when you’re out 
and about, be sure to watch, and listen, for our amphibian 
neighbors. They are truly unique and very beneficial!  

https://www.iowaherps.com/
https://www.iowaherps.com/
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Enjoy These Upcoming Programs... 

(Of course, more programs will be scheduled throughout the year!) 

 
Family Fishing Fun—Thursday, June 1st 
 
People of all ages are invited to come to Thorpe Park from 9:00-11:00 AM to 
learn about fishing! Families will learn which fish are found in Iowa, how to 
rig a line, how to cast, and some techniques for catching fish. Everyone will 
then be able to try their hand at actually catching some fish at Thorpe Park’s 
Lake Catherine! People can bring their own equipment or use equipment that 
will be provided. Handouts will also be available for people to take home with 
them. 
 
This program is being co-sponsored  by the WCCB and NIACC. The cost for 
the class will be $19/family, with registration through NIACC. Participants 16 
and older will need a valid Iowa state fishing license. To register, people can 
go to the NIACC web site and register for Class #14008 or they can contact 
Ashley Kraus at ashley.kraus@niacc.edu.  

 
NIACC Day Camps—Monday, June 26th-Wednesday, June 28th 

 
We will be hosting three day camps for kids going into grades 1-5, all 
in conjunction with NIACC. The first one will introduce kids to 
Animal Tracks and Signs, the second one will help kids Discover 
Insects, and the last one will help kids learn about our local birds. 
Each camp will be held at Thorpe Park from 9:00-11:00 AM and each 
participant can attend any or all of the camps. 
 
The cost for the camps will be $19/family, and that includes attendance 
at all three camps. Registration will be through the NIACC web site, or 
people can contact Ashley Kraus at ashley.kraus@niacc.edu. 
 

Building Better Birders Workshop 

 
On May 13th, we held our first Building Better Birders Workshop and we 
definitely received some wonderful birding experience! Kelly McKay of the 
BioEco Research and Monitoring Center, led the workshop, which focused on 
spring woodland birds. He presented programs on warbler identification, and 
upland forest bird identification. He also led a morning hike at Pilot Knob State 
Park and an afternoon hike at Thorpe Park. Between those two parks, we tallied 
an amazing 99 species of birds, including 27 warbler species! 

 
This workshop was the first of three that will be offered here in Winnebago County. 
The next one will be on Saturday, October 7th, at Thorpe Park and will focus on 
wetland birds. Funding for these workshops has been provided by a REAP-CEP 
grant and Kelly McKay has received workshop assistance from Mark Roberts 
(Clinton County Conservation) and Brian Ritter & James Wiebler (Nahant Marsh 
Ed. Center). For more information about Building Better Birders Workshops across 
the state, you can go to buildingbetterbirders.com.  

mailto:ashley.kraus@niacc.edu
mailto:ashley.kraus@niacc.edu
https://buildingbetterbirders.com/
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Pilot Knob Events 

 
The Friends of Pilot Knob have scheduled events 
throughout the summer at the state park. They invite 
anyone who would like to participate to join them! 
 
Saturday, May 27th, 7:00 PM 
Family Fun Night at the campground, including a 
ranger talk and a movie 
 
Monday, June 5th, 6:30 PM 
Friends of Pilot Knob meeting at the warming house 
 
Saturday, June 10th, 7:00 PM 
Family Fun Night movie at the campground 
 
Thursday, July 6th, 6:00 PM 
Let’s Hike Pilot Knob! Meet at the warming house. 
 
Saturday, July 22nd, 7:00 PM 
Family Fun Night movie at the campground 

WCCB News 
 

New Web Site 
 
The WCCB has a new web site! We are now part of 
Winnebago County’s new web site at 
winnebagocountyiowa.gov. Our new address is 
winnebagocountyiowa.gov/conservation, although 
you can still use our old winnebagoccb.com address, 
as well. Although our site is new, you can still access 
all of our WCCB information there. You can even 
reserve our Lake Catherine Cabin there and donate to 
our new Hanson Nature Center. Be sure to check it 
out! 
 

Campgrounds Open for 2023 Season 
 

The 
campgrounds 
at Thorpe Park 
and Dahle Park 
opened for the 
2023 season on 
April 28th! 
Thorpe Park 
camping rates 
will stay the 

same this year, with fees running $12/night for the 
electrical and water sites, and $8/night for the two 
primitive tent sites. Dahle Park rates will also remain 
the same at $10/night. All the Dahle Park sites offer 
electricity. 
 

Changes Coming to the Hogsback 
Shooting Range 
 
The WCCB will be implementing some changes at 
the Hogsback Shooting Range northwest of Lake 
Mills. The changes will most likely include a fee, 
specified shooting days, a qualifying test to shoot at 
the range, and a check-in system. These changes will 
make the range safer for the people who shoot there, 
as well as more accommodating to the neighbors. 
Once the 
changes are 
finalized, they 
will be 
publicized on 
our web site,  
on social 
media, in the 
local 
newspapers, 
and on KIOW 
Radio. 

Friendly Reminder… 

 
Please remember to leave baby animals in the wild, 
where they belong! Most young animals you come 
across are not orphaned and are being taken care of 
by their parents. It is important 
that we let them do that. 
 
Taking an animal from the wild 
is not only illegal, but it lessens 
the chance that that baby will 
survive. It is true that some babies don’t survive in 
the wild. But, that means that the strongest and 
healthiest young survive to produce strong and 
healthy offspring of their own. So, please don’t 
interfere with Mother Nature!  

https://www.winnebagocountyiowa.gov/
https://www.winnebagocountyiowa.gov/conservation/
https://www.winnebagocountyiowa.gov/conservation/
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The construction of our new Hanson Nature Center is  
progressing along nicely! Over the last few months, the 
exterior walls have been erected, the roof has been  
constructed and shingled, and windows and doors have 
been installed. Work is now beginning on the interior. The 
center’s construction is still on pace to be finished by the 
end of the year! 
 
Construction has continued to move forward thanks to 
recent successful fundraising efforts by our Friends of 
Winnebago County Conservation Foundation. In March, 

our Foundation sent out a mailer, a follow-up to the original mailer that kicked off our Capital Campaign back 
in 2018. And, the Foundation also conducted an online auction in April which raised over $5,440, thanks in 
large part to the $1,340 worth of free ads that KIOW Radio donated to help us promote it. All of these efforts 
led to a lot of wonderful donations from many people throughout the area (see the next page)! 
 
We have also received some very nice grants lately, including a $20,000 grant from the Winnebago Industries 
Foundation, an $18,545 grant from the Worth County Development Authority for the center’s well, and a 
$5,000 grant from First Citizens Bank. In addition, we received a $25,000 anonymous match to add to our  
previous $50,000 match from Drs. Randy and Mary Jane Hagenson. We are so very appreciative of these  
donations, as we are of all the donations we’ve received, both large and small! All the support and generosity is 
why we are where we are today!  
 
Be sure to follow us on Facebook or Twitter to continue watching our new facility’s construction progress. And, 
if you’d like to donate, you can do so on our web site!  

Thank You! 
 

As the above article states, we have received another wonderful match, this one for 
$25,000! This is in addition to the $50,000 match from Drs. Randy and Mary Jane 
Hagenson. So, if you are considering donating, your donation will now be doubled. A huge 
thank you goes out to both of our match donors for so generously supporting our 
project! We hope everyone will take advantage of this generous match opportunity! 

https://www.winnebagocountyiowa.gov/conservation/hanson_nature_center/
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Chickadee (Under $250) 
Joe and Claudia Tillman  
 In Memory of Susan Schoning 
Barbara Butler  
Ron Urban 
Marilyn Pederson 
Stan Siemens 
Richard and Darlene Thompson 
Neil and Anita Schrieber 
Merlin Morgan 
Midway Tooling Technologies, Inc. 
Danny Buckman 
Carolyn Skogen 
Cindy Carter 
Deke and Bev Brooker 
Kathleen Olson 
Brian and Deanne Hobbs 
Bob, Allison, Kenlie, and Gage Greenfield 
Brian Yost 
JoAnn Bartleson and Family 
 In Memory of Gisle Bartleson 
Linda Henely 
Duane and Shirley Boyken 
Dori Gimondo 
Anonymous (14) 
 
Bluebird ($250-$499) 
Gary and Linda Friensenborg 
Bruce Adams 
Irving and Elizabeth Larson 
Andy and Karen Sinnwell 
Darwin and Sherryl Tibbitts 
Josiah and Kari Olson 
Pamela Moe 
Brad and Jeanie Grotewold 
Jim Jacobson 
Don and Mary Ann Bartz 
John and Eileen Geitzenauer 
Kenneth and Joan Hansen 
Marlin and Marj Senne 
The Reverend Wayne H. Larson 
James and Anna Thorson 
Groe Electric 
Don and Julie Olson 
Brian and Barb Abele 
Joel and Julie Goll 
Merri Beth Hollinger 
Heather Haney-Loverink 
Anonymous 
 

Goldfinch ($500-$999) 
Paul Huling 
John and Karen Monson 
 In Memory of Doug Kiel 
 In Memory of Chris Holland 
 In Memory of Duane Logeman 
Joel and Tanda Albertson 
Darryl and Sandi Friest 
Dave and Sheryl Albertson 
Mark and Lynn Beenken 
Steven Johanson 
Dean and Mary Gerzema 
Dave Readinger and Mary Ellis 
Craig and Pam Braget 
Adrian and Krystal Smith 
David and Rachel Anderson 
Sophia Abbey 
Gary and Mariann Holst 
Koreen Askeland 
 
Cardinal ($1,000-$2,499) 
Robert and Monica Pletcher  
Jim and Jane Benson 
Chuck and Joan Odens 
Marjorie Anderson 
Oswald E. Swenson 
Doug and Barb Murra Family 
Anonymous (2) 
 
Sandhill Crane ($2,500-$4,999) 
Steve and Kathy Iverson 
 In Memory of Don Smith 
 In Memory of Jerry Stille 
 In  Memory of Marge Brones 
 In Memory of Robert Wagner 
 
Trumpeter Swan ($5,000-$9,999) 
First Citizens Bank 
Robert and Gail Kuefler 
KIOW Radio 
 
Bald Eagle ($10,000 and Over) 
Winnebago Industries Foundation 
Worth County Development Authority 
Anonymous 
 

Thank You to Our Most Recent Donors! 

 
We have received the following contributions for our new nature center during the first four months of the 
year. The donors are listed along with their current donation level. We are very appreciative of all the support! 
 



 

Don’t Forget to Check Out Our Website! 
 

     We want to remind everyone of our web site! It contains 
WCCB news, a listing of all of our parks and wildlife areas, a 
listing of upcoming programs, and a lot of other information. 
You can even read this newsletter there or download a cabin 
reservation form. Scan the QR code or check us out at  
www.winnebagocountyiowa.gov/conservation! Be sure to 
also “like” our Facebook page or follow us on Twitter to keep 
up with the latest WCCB news!  

Winnebago County Conservation Board 

 
Your Winnebago County 
Conservation Board 
 
Director 
     Robert Schwartz  
    (rschwartz@winnebagoccb.com) 
                      
Naturalist 
     Lisa Ralls  
     (lralls@winnebagoccb.com) 
 
Natural Resource Manager 
     Rick Lillie 
     (rlillie@winnebagoccb.com) 
 
Natural Resource Technician 
     Nicole Templeton 
     (ntempleton@winnebagoccb.com) 
 
Board Members 
     Julie Hagenson, Thompson 
     Nancy Helm, Forest City 
     Mike Korth, Forest City 
     Tim Missal, Forest City 
     Jeff Schmidt, Leland 
      

Phone: (641) 565-3390 

www.winnebagocountyiowa.gov/conservation  

Thorpe Park 

34496 110th Avenue 
Forest City, IA   50436 

 
“The Prairie Country Quarterly” is published, 
free of charge, four times a year. Please let us 

know if you’d like to subscribe to this  
publication . The public is also invited to attend 

our board meetings which are held at our Thorpe 
Park office on the second Monday of each month,  

beginning at 8:00 A.M. 
 
 

The Winnebago County Conservation Board 
Thorpe Park 

34496 110th Avenue 
Forest City, IA   50436 

 

Phone: (641)565-3390 
Web Site: winnebagocountyiowa.gov/

conservation 
 
 

The WCCB, in the provision of services and 
facilities to the public, does not discriminate 

against anyone on the basis of race, color, sex, 
creed, national origin, or handicap. If anyone 

believes that he or she has been subjected to such 
discrimination, he or she may file a complaint 

with the WCCB at the address above, or with the 

Reserve your summer getaway at 

Thorpe Park’s  

Lake Catherine Cabin! 

 Rates are $61/night during the 

week, and $77/night on weekends. 

You can make your reservation now 

by going to our web site. 

 
If you know of a civic or 
scout group that would like 
to have an educational 
presentation brought to a 
meeting, just let us know! 
 
Also, we are accepting 
donations to help cover the 

cost of seed for our bird feeders at Thorpe 
Park. Let us know if you’d like to help us out! 

https://www.winnebagocountyiowa.gov/conservation/
https://www.facebook.com/WinnebagoCCB
https://twitter.com/WinnebagoCCB
mailto:rschwartz@winnebagoccb.com
mailto:lralls@winnebagoccb.com
mailto:rlillie@winnebagoccb.com
mailto:ntempleton@winnebagoccb.com
https://www.winnebagocountyiowa.gov/conservation/
https://www.winnebagocountyiowa.gov/conservation/
https://www.winnebagocountyiowa.gov/conservation/lake_catherine_cabin/
https://www.winnebagocountyiowa.gov/conservation/

