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REPORT OF COMMISSION FOR CLASSIFICATION OF LANDS BENEFITED 
IN 

DRAINAGE DISTRICT NO. 41  
MAIN TILE 

WINNEBAGO COUNTY, IOWA 

Dear Trustees: 

Pursuant to your action appointing the undersigned as commissioners to inspect and classify lands 
that are drained by the Main Tile system of Winnebago County Drainage District No. 41, we, as 
commissioners, subscribed to oath to perform said duty and proceeded to examine the drainage 
system and the lands the system was designed to serve.  

Drainage District No. 41 was established in 1913 and is located in Mount Valley Township (T-98-N, 
R-23-W) in Winnebago County, Iowa. Initially a Main Tile and three laterals were proposed. Prior to
approval the laterals were removed from the project, and only the Main Tile was constructed. The
tile installed include approximately 1,400 feet of 16” diameter and 4,072 feet of 14” diameter pipe.

Classification is required to be equitably based on benefit received from the district facility. As such, 
each tract of land has been inspected and classified on a graduated scale of one hundred (100) as 
per Iowa Code Section 468.39, where the parcel with highest benefit is marked 100 and the 
remaining parcels are marked as a percentage in proportion to the highest benefiting parcel.  

Benefits of a drainage district facility may include, but are not limited to, providing an outlet for the 
drainage of said lands, bringing an outlet closer, relieving the lands from overflow, and protecting 
and relieving the lands from damage by erosion.  

In order to quantify benefits we considered several factors. The combination of all the benefit factors 
for a particular tract determines its overall benefit. A general description of the factors considered is 
included below.  

• Land Area: the more land area in a particular tract that utilizes a district facility, the more
benefit the tract receives from said facility.

• Soil Type: looks at the need for drainage based on the soil type of the land and its
corresponding characteristics in relation to drainage. The soils that would benefit the most
from drainage in an agricultural setting are generally those that are frequently
flooded/ponded, are poorly drained, and would be prime farmland if drained. Conversely,
soils that are naturally well drained have less of a need for supplemental drainage and thus
have a lower benefit from a drainage district facility.

• Distance from the Facility: looks at how far the parcel is away from the district facility. The
distance is determined based on topography and how water would flow, not as a straight line
distance. Lands closest to the district facility have the advantage of ease of access, whereas
lands further from the facility must utilize a much more substantial system (private or district)
to utilize the facility.

• Use of the Facility: looks at how much of a district facility is used in draining the land. In
other words, for a district tile/ditch one (1) mile in length, lands whose water flows through
the entire length of tile/ditch should pay more than lands near the downstream end of the tile
whose water only flows through a fraction of the length of the system.
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